
          AMOPS and the Osteopathic 
profession have lost a good friend. Bob 
Klobnak was the AMOPS executive director 

for the first 22 of our 30 
years.     He saw AMOPS 
members go from being 
merely tolerated, to fully 
integrated, to achieving 
flag rank and even 
becoming the Surgeon 
General of the Army.  
 
(Photo Courtesy of the 
A m e r ic a n  O s te o p a th ic 

Association) 
     At a time when the United States did not 
fully recognized osteopathic medicine, he did 
much to build that support. As AOA Director 
of Public Relations, he traveled across the 
country helping local DOs gain recognition in 
their state legislatures.       
     The need for physicians during the 
Vietnam war led to the inclusion of DO in the 
military, but the groundwork that Bob 
established  with  state legislatures in the 
early ‘60s set the stage for acceptance. Bob 
is one of the few non-DOs to receive the 
AOA’s Distinguished Service Certificate. 

Still Active in DOCARE 
     While he no longer played an active role in 
the day to day activities of AMOPS and the 
AOA, he was a welcome guest at AMOPS 
and AOA meetings and had planned to attend 
the AOA House of Delegates meeting this 
July. Bob still guided DOCARE, International 
a volunteer medical outreach organization. 
 http://www.docareintl.org 
     Those wishing to acknowledge his 
contributions to AMOPS and the profession 
can make a DOCARE donation to help 
support continuing efforts to bring medical 
care to underserved areas of the world.  
     Donations in Bob’s name can be made to 
DOCARE International in care of Scotty Little, 
DO, 220 Doc Winchester Road, Stearns, KY 
42647-6199. 
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     Hello from Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 
home of the 88th Air Base Wing, Air Force 
Research Laboratories, Air Force Institute of 
Technology, and Air Force Materiel 
Command. Having just 
PCS’ed to Dayton, OH, I 
am looking forward to the 
upcoming years at this 
duty assignment to 
broaden the scope of my 
o r t h o p e d i c  s u r g e r y 
practice. Dayton (in the 
short time I have been here) appears to be 
an exciting place to live with lots of things to 
do, rich with history and military heritage.  
     I am looking forward to exploring the 
Museum of the United States Air Force 
located on Wright-Patterson AFB to take in 
the accomplishments and advancements 
made over the years by our Air Force. 

First Commissioned DOs Honored 
     I was honored recently to be able to 
attend the reception at the AOA House of 
Delegates meeting for the first officers 
commissioned by the armed forces to 
practice as Osteopathic physicians. It was 
truly gratifying to be able to share the 
experiences and understand the hardships 
they encountered 40 years ago being the 
“trailblazers” for uniformed Osteopathic 
physicians. As stated by one attendee, 
“When someone needed a Doc, it didn’t 
matter if you were a MD or a DO.”  

Laid Foundation for AMOPS 
     These outstanding individuals and their 
accomplishments laid the foundation for our 
practices, and the establishment and hard 
work of AMOPS has helped to “level the 
playing field” between Osteopathic and 
Allopathic uniformed physicians. 
 
.   (Continued on page 2)  

Robert A.  Klobnak, AMOPS Executive 
Director Emeritus, Passes Away 

Please go to the AMOPS website 
www.amops.org 

 
1. Download the AOA Census Form. 
2. Fill it out.       
3. Send it in to AOA. 
 
     This is how they decide how many dele-
gates AMOPS sends to the AOA House of 
Delegates, the more delegates, the 
stronger the voice speaking for you.  
 
AMOPS had eight delegates representing 
you at this year’s House of Delegates. 

Mark Your Calendar Now 
     We have set the date for our next CME 
conference. We will be meeting, May 3 
through 6, 2008, in Stratford, New Jersey. 
The University of Medicine and Dentistry of 
New Jersey, School of Osteopathic Medi-
cine, UMDNJ/SOM. 
     Stratford, New Jersey is just ten miles 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, visit:  
http://som.umdnj.edu/ 
     We have not worked out all of the details 
yet but we anticipate having eight hours of 
instruction Saturday through Monday and 
six hours on Tuesday to allow people to get 
away easier on the last day. 

Let Us Hear From You 
     We have not set the program yet, so this 
is your chance to suggest topics you would 
like to present or topics you want to hear 
someone else speak on, or even people 
you want to hear speak. Your ideas are not 
only welcome, they are the key to making 
this a successful meeting. 
     Send your CME Meeting ideas to me at: 
jim@amops.org 
     We have an opportunity to make this a 
great meeting, your input will help us 
achieve that . 
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On Target, 
continued 

AMOPS:  
Uniformed Osteopathic Physicians Treating People, 

 Not Just Symptoms 

     Since my last column, the Osteopathic 
and AMOPS family has lost dear members to 
their organizations. John Strosneider, DO, 
AOA President passed away after a valiant 
battle against a terrible illness. Many thanks 
go out to Peter B. Ajluni, DO (for stepping in 
and completing Dr Strosneider’s term before 
his inauguration as the new AOA President 
this past July) and retired Navy CAPT Mi-
chael Murphy (for keeping “the ship afloat” at 
Pikeville COM as interim Dean).  
     AMOPS also lost Bob Klobnak (the first 
Executive Director) recently. In memory of 
Bob, the AMOPS board decided to contribute 
in his name to the AOA Greatness Fund, 
which was championed by the late Dr Stros-
neider, honoring both men and their visions 
for the future of Osteopathic medicine. 

Skills in Great Demand 
     The War on Terrorism still remains very 
active in the Middle East. With the deploy-
ment surge of more troops, our skills will be 
in great demand to care for injured Nationals 
and our Warfighters. The recent opening of 
new Osteopathic medical schools hopefully 
will increase the presence of the Uniformed 
Osteopathic physician among the medical 
corps.  
     The outstanding care we deliver will not 
only impact the immediate needs of our de-
ployed Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Ma-
rines, but also their lasting impression of 
Osteopathic medicine will travel back to 
CONUS and family members upon their re-
turn. I am confident that they will see that we 
can possible offer something more than just 
the routine medical care that many citizens 
are accustomed to. 

AMOPS Partnering with UMDNJ/SOM 
     After lengthy discussions and researching 
possible sites and options for the 2008 
AMOPS National CME Conference, I am 
pleased to inform you that the Board has 
tentatively decided on holding it at UMDNJ in 
Statford, NJ on May 3-6, 2008.  
     This will be a great opportunity for touring 
historic places during free time as it is lo-
cated close to Philadelphia, PA (such areas 
of interest are Independence Hall, The Lib-
erty Bell, the home of Betsy Ross, and oth-
ers). The following are websites to help plan 
your excursions:  
h t t p : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /
List_of_sites_of_interest_in_Philadelphia and 
http://philadelphia.about.com/od/historicsites/
Historic_Sites_in_Philadelphia_PA.htm.  

     As an active student member of AMOPS, 
I recognized a need for student mentorship. 
After being welcomed into the organization 
as a first year student at the annual meeting, 
I realized that students who are unable to 
make the meetings and do not have a mili-
tary contact are at a disadvantage.      

     Disadvantage Recognized 
    As president of the NYCOM chapter last 
year, I had multiple students both military 
and civilian, as well as faculty approach me 
regarding the process of applying for clerk-
ships, residencies. and other related  infor-
mation specific to the HPSP program. What 
information I was able to offer was often 
specific to the Air Force and therefore un-
able to fully meet the needs of al student 
members. 

Solution Proposed 
      With this in mind, I was interested in 
finding a solution. As a member of other 
organizations on campus I often heard refer-
ence to finding a mentor who can help guide 
you throughout the decision making proc-
esses during medical school. 
     The few NYCOM faculty members that 
were current or prior military physicians did 
not participate in the HPSP program and 
therefore did not know the best way to guide 
me. I found the best information I received 
was at the AMOPS meeting. Here I spoke to 
multiple military physicians who knew first 
hand what I should expect and anticipate in 
years to come. This is where my interest in 
developing a mentorship program for current 
student AMOPS members emerged. 
     This program would consist of a list of 
volunteer AMOPS physicians who will act as 
mentors to student members.  
      

Continued on the Next Page 

New Student Mentor 
Program Proposed 

     AMOPS student members attending the CME 
conference learn more about the uniformed  part 
of being uniformed osteopathic physicians. The 
mentor program attempts to spread that knowl-
edge beyond those able to attend the annual 
CME meeting. 

     As TDY funding continues to disappear, 
the conference is not only the best CME 
experience for dollar spent, but a great op-
portunity to visit old friends, establish new 
friends, and network with other DOs within 
the Uniformed Services. I ask all of our mem-
bers who will be attending to try to get a 
“non-member” Uniformed Osteopathic Physi-
cian to join us at the CME conference this 
year.  

Reach Out 
     Many of us practice in training institutions, 
where there are residents and interns who 
are unaware of AMOPS and the benefits of 
membership with us. Mentoring a junior offi-
cer on AMOPS may help to increase our 
membership and conference attendance – “a 
little investment may return a large dividend!” 
I look forward to seeing all of you this spring 
in New Jersey! 
 
Maj. Neil L. Schwimley, DO 
88th MDG, SGOS/SGCO 
Dept. of Orthopedic Surgery 
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433 

AOA & AMOPS  
Joint Membership Offer 

  
          “Gift membership valid upon acti-
vation through 5/31/08 and does not in-
clude the $65 fee for AOA board certifica-
tion when applicable.  Only DOs who 
have not been a member of the AOA 
since 5/31/2006 are eligible for the of-
fer.  Final eligibility will be determined by 
the AOA.” 
 
     AMOPS is the only divisional society 
dedicated to furthering the interest of our 
men and women in the Uniformed Services 
and our $100 per year dues are still the 
lowest of any divisional society.  
     AMOPS has a member on the AOA’s 
Council on Postdoctoral Training to help 
resolve the confusion between military post-
doctoral training programs and the osteo-
pathic certification process. We are also 
represented on the Council on Continuing 
Medical Education in recognition that uni-
formed physicians have special needs..  
 

Join Now! 
 
     We are always only an e-mail away, 
please send your questions to, 
jim@amops.org or visit www.amops.org 
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Osteopathic Pledge of Commitment. 
     “I pledge to: 
 provide compassionate, quality 
care to my patients; 
 partner with them to promote 
health; 
 display integrity and professional-
ism throughout my career; 
 advance the philosophy, practice 
and science of osteopathic medicine; 
 continue lifelong learning; 
 support my profession with loyalty 
in action, word and deed; and 
 live each day as an example of 
what an osteopathic physician should be. 

     2008 CME Meeting on 
UMDNJ/SOM Campus in Stratford, NJ 

     While meeting in the University Doctors 
Pavilion at the University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey/School of Osteo-
pathic Medicine campus in Stratford, New 
Jersey, participants will still need a place to 
stay. AMOPS is researching local hotels 
and will provide contact information  as well 
as look for competitive rates. Our Presi-
dent’s Banquet will be planned for the hotel 
rather than the campus classroom.  
     Our thanks to CAPT Peter Konchack, 
DO for helping to arrange the co-
sponsorship with UMDNJ/SOM. 

AMOPS First President Calls for Change 

     Dear Fellow Military DOs: 
 
     It has been gratifying to watch AMOPS de-
velop and establish its place within our profes-
sion and the uniformed services. I have hoped 
that AMOPS would have established a mecha-
nism for giving recognition and status to those 
who have shown commitment to their profes-
sion and demonstrated leadership in service. 
      The leadership of AMOPS derives its 
strength and respect from how our DOs in ser-
vice perform and not the reverse. Our service 
DOs deserve recognition when they have 
achieved a significant level of command re-
sponsibility and have demonstrated commend-
able professionalism.  

Time to Honor Service 
     It is past time for AMOPS to establish a 
mechanism to recognize and honor those DOs 
that deserve our praise and to give credit to 
those who have honored AMOPS by exemplary 
performance. 
     I propose “Commander” to represent the 
highest designation that AMOPS could confer 
upon one of its own. AMOPS Commanders 
would form the Conclave of Commanders. 
Upon leaving active duty those who have been 
designated and honored for their service will 
still retain an affiliation with AMOPS through the 
Conclave of Commanders.  

Gain Recognition in Profession 
     During the AOA Conventions a gathering of 
the Conclave would allow officers of AMOPS to 
address these cadre, answer questions and 
share concerns and needs. As these Com-
manders leave the service they will practice in 
various states and influence many delegations. 
This will allow AMOPS to grow and expand its 
influence. 
     Several years ago I had AMOPS lapel pins 
made for our members. It was my hope that the 
proceeds of the sale of these pins would pro-
vide funds to help establish the Commanders 
designation. The induction ceremony for newly 
accepted AMOPS Commanders should be an 
impressive uniformed occasion. I would see a 
special sword designed for use by the installing 
officer to confirm this designation on the se-
lected members.  

Conclave of Commanders 
     The cost of inducting candidates should be 
born by the Conclave of Commanders and the 
application fees. The first group of Command-
ers for consideration might well be considered 
and approved b the AMOPS board, but thereaf-
ter the Conclave should conduct this activity at 
the pleasure of AMOPS. 
      

     Once AMOPS administration decides 
that the Commanders designation can 
breathe new life into this organization other 
considerations and perimeters can be estab-
lished, but the decision to proceed is essen-
tial to begin. I believe our AMOPS DOs are 
worthy of such recognition  and I look for-
ward to seeing if the administration will pro-
vide it. 
Robert (Bob) Lutz, DO, FACFP, MPH, DrPH 
Founder & Past President, AMOPS 
COL MC USA-Retired 

     The AOA Board of Trustees presented Medal-
lions to DOs commemorating their  commission-
ing by the military 40 years ago. They were the 
first DOs to serve as officers in the military. These 
veterans  were honored throughout the AOA 
House of Delegates held in Chicago last July. 
     There were some DOs who had served in the 
military prior to 1967 but they were not  commis-
sioned and could only serve as medics rather 
than physicians in the Military. Photo by Patrick 
Sinco, courtesy of the AOA 

     LTG Ronald Blanck, USA, MC, DO, Retired, 
is congratulated by AOA President Peter B. 
Ajluni, DO.  LTG Blanck, former Army Surgeon 
General and the highest ranking DO to serve in 
the military, was one of the veterans honored as 
the first commissioned DOs. LTG Blanck spoke 
at a luncheon honoring all the veterans. Photo 
by Michael Fitgerald, courtesy of the AOA 

     Continued from the Previous Page 
     Intern, resident and attending physicians 
are all encouraged to participate. As the 
need arises, interested students would con-
tact their local chapter who would in turn put 
them in touch with the student representa-
tive on a national level. 
     A potential mentor would be chosen 
based on branch of service and medical 
specialty if available. This mentor would then 
be contacted via e-mail and asked if he/she 
is still interested and available to participate. 
The student and mentor would then be con-
nected via e-mail. 

Program Would Benefit All 
     This program would be beneficial to stu-
dents and physicians, as well as an organi-
zation to promote membership on a national 
level. If there is interest from the board 
members, I would like to discuss this pro-
gram as described above and any possibili-
ties that I have not addressed. I appreciate 
your consideration and look forward to 
speaking with you. 
Very respectfully, 
Andrea M. Hages, 2Lt, USAF, OMS III 

 
Editor’s Note 

     We welcome your comments, questions 
and suggestions about mentoring and other 
issues, at jim@amops.org  

Editor’s Note:  
We welcome all suggestions from any of our 
members on ways to improve your organiza-
tion and serve you better. 
jim@amops.org 
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We Need Your E-Mail Address 
     To serve you efficiently, and please use 
the “Did you move?” button on the AMOPS 
website to keep us up to date so we can 
keep you up to date. 
     If you received this newsletter in the mail, 
and want to get it electronically in the future, 
we need you to send us your e-mail address. 

***************************** 
     The World Health Organization annual 
report warns there is a good possibility an-
other major scourge like AIDS, SARS or 
Ebola Fever will appear in the coming years. 
The WHO said that new threats have 
emerged at a rate of one or more a year 
since the 1970s. That is 40 diseases that did 
not exist a generation ago. With air travel 
today, an outbreak in one place can be a 
threat elsewhere in just hours. 

********************************* 
     Every hospital patient could soon be given 
a nasal cream to ward off killer bacteria. 
Tests have shown that friendly viruses can 
kill off bad bacteria. Similar tactics have been 
employed in Eastern Europe for years. 

 Our Web site is open 24/7   Visit: www.amops.org

Contact Information: 
 
AOA ID Number: _____________ 
 
First Name: __________________ 
 
Middle Name: ________________ 
 
Last Name: __________________ 
 
Street Address: ________________ 
 
Apt., Ste., etc.: _________________ 
 
Organization, if business address: 
 
_____________________________ 
 
City: _________________________ 
 
State: _____ Zip Code: __________ 
 
Above address is Home (  ) Work (  ) 
 
Specialty Organization: AMOPS 
 
Membership Category: Active__________ 

Payment: 
Please provide a check made out to AMOPS or 
your credit card information. 
 
VISA (  ) MasterCard (  ) (only cards accepted) 
 
Amount: _____________ 
 
Card Number:_____________________ 
 
Expiration Date: __________________ 
 
 
Signature: ___________________________ 
 
Membership Fee: 
 
Active: $100                
 
Mail To: 
AMOPS 
1796 Severn Hills Lane,  
Severn, MD 21144-1061 
or 
Fax: (410) 519-7657 
Phone: (410) 519-8217 

A Few Questions: 
 
Do you currently have an unrestricted 
license to practice medicine in the state  
listed in your address?  Yes (  )  No (  ) 
 
State License number: _____________ 
 
Date Issued: _____________________ 
 
Has your license ever been suspended 
or revoked? (If so, please provide de-
tails separately.)  Yes (  )  No (  ) 
 
Have you ever been convicted of a fel-
ony offense? (If so please provide  
details separately.) Yes (  )  No (  ) 
 
I am applying for membership in the 
above specified organization and the 
American Osteopathic Association, and 
I agree to comply with the constitution, 
bylaws and code of ethics of these  
organizations. 
 
Signature: ______________________ 
 
Date: __________________________ 

 Free AOA membership for the cost of AMOPS Dues (Only DOs who were NOT AOA members since 5/31/2006 ) 

     James Lally, DO, was honored at the L.A. 
County Fair for his involvement with the Chino 
Valley YMCA and his work at Montclair’s free 
clinic. Dr. Lally served as a special-forces medic 
and physician’s assistant and didn’t enter medi-
cal school until a parachute accident ended his 
military career. 

************************************ 
     The Army confirmed that 99 soldiers commit-
ted suicide last year, the largest number since 
1991. In a speech to the National Press Club, 
GEN George Casey said, “Army support sys-
tems for example, health care, education sys-
tems and family support systems  — were de-
signed for the pre-9/11 peacetime Army, and we 
need to expand those and adapt them to sustain 
an Army at war.” 

***************************************** 
      If you were not an  AOA member last 
year, you can get both AOA and AMOPS mem-
bership this year for the cost of AMOPS dues. 
AMOPS is the only organization dedicated to 
promoting the interests of osteopathic physi-
cians in the Uniformed Services. 
     See application below or visit our website. 

     CAPT Darrell Lovins, Retired, (an AMOPS 
delegate to the AOA House of Delegates) pre-
sents an AMOPS coin to Col Timothy Cloonan, 
Retired, (one of the original group of DO commis-
sioned in the military in 1967) during the AOA 
luncheon honoring those veterans. Photo by Barb 
Greenwald, courtesy of the AOA 

*********************************** 
     Pending appropriations bills Senate 1645 
and House 2642 would provide new funds 
and requirements for improving information 
systems and sharing electronic medical 
records. There has been some controversy 
as to the best means of sharing information.  
     AMOPS would welcome your thoughts on 
how best to share information to best serve 
our patient population. 

Odds & Ends That You May Find of Interest; Please Feel Free to Share Your Stories with AMOPS 
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